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to cross to Africa. The Castillian government allow-
ed them either to embrace Christianity within three
months or to leave Spain abandoning their property
to the State. Large crowds of Moors emigrated into
Fez, Oran, Bougie, Tunis, Tripolis and other African
ports. Those who remained and abjured their religion
were subjected to continued oppression, dreadful
prison, torture and the faggot, for the most trifling
reasons.
The contemporary Moorish chronicle describes
this tragedy in the following pathetic words : " The
king of Castille then invited them (the Moors) to
embrace Christianity and forced them to do so in the
year 904 A.H. Thus they were forced to embrace his
religion and all Andalusia became Christian. There
were none who could publicly declare that 'there is
but one God and that Muhammad is the Prophet of
God.' This was only done by hearts in secrecy. In
the minarets the bells replaced the 4 Azan * and ifi the
mosques images and crosses replaced the recital of
Quran. There were so many humid eyes and sorrow-
ful hearts and so many weak and incapable people who
could not migrate and join their Muslim brethren;
their hearts were kindled and their eyes inundated
with tears ; they saw their sons and daughters worship
the cross and idols, eat swine and drink spirits, the
mother of all evils, without being able to forbid or
exhort them. If any one ventured to do so, he was
severely punished and tortured. What a dreadful
tragedy and a terrible calamity ! "2
And Al-Makkari says ; ** In general the people of
Granada all embraced Christianity, urban and rural;
some of them refused and separated themselves from
the Christians but in vain. Some villages and districts,
such as Balfic and Andarax, revolted and defend-
ed themselves ; but the enemy attacked them in
great forces and crushed them totally through death
and captivity. Only those of mount Villa Leunga